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The Declaration of Independence is one of the most important documents in the United States.  Thomas Jefferson was the main writer of the Declaration of Independence.  
At the beginning of the Revolutionary War, the colonists in America declared to England that they were independent.  The colonists did not want to be ruled by the king.  They wrote a document that told why they were fighting for their independence.    The name of this document is the Declaration of Independence.

The basic belief of the Declaration of Independence is that all people are created equal.  The Declaration of Independence said that all people are born with certain unalienable rights.  Some of those rights are, “life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness.” 

The Declaration of Independence said that governments should protect these rights.  It also said that governments get their powers from the people.

The Declaration of Independence also said that a bad government that hurts the people should be changed.  It listed all the things that the king had done to take away the rights of the people.  It told how the English government made colonists suffer.

     The Declaration of Independence ended by saying, “We the representatives of the United States of America…declare that these colonies are…free and independent states.”

[image: image3.wmf][image: image4.wmf][image: image5.wmf]
� EMBED MS_ClipArt_Gallery  ���





� EMBED MS_ClipArt_Gallery  ���





� EMBED MS_ClipArt_Gallery  ���





� EMBED MS_ClipArt_Gallery  ���





� EMBED MS_ClipArt_Gallery  ���









[image: image6.wmf][image: image7.wmf][image: image8.wmf]_1088854787

_1088856304

_1088856369

_1088854708

