Competency:  Recognize the Declaration of Independence 

	Lesson Overview:  The purpose of this lesson is to provide students with general information about the Declaration of Independence.  This lesson is not for low beginning level students.  

This lesson plan includes the following:

1. Declaration of Independence Vocabulary Flash Cards

2. Declaration of Independence Vocabulary Sheet

3. Thomas Jefferson and the Declaration of Independence Summary

4. Declaration of Independence Dialogue Sheet

5. Declaration of Independence Choose the Best Answer

6. Declaration of Independence Answer the Questions

7. Declaration of Independence Quiz

8. Pictures of the Declaration of Independence and Thomas Jefferson

9. Pictures of the Thomas Jefferson Memorial and Mount Rushmore (optional)



	Approximate Time:  2 hours



	Prerequisite Skills: A lesson on the thirteen original colonies must precede this lesson.

Prerequisite Vocabulary:

Britain

cardinal and ordinal numbers

colonies

free    

official

president

King George III

America

independent

England



	Vocabulary: 

basic 

belief 

colonists

declare  

documents   

protect  

pursuit  

Revolutionary War 

The Declaration of Independence  

Thomas Jefferson 

unalienable  



	Materials Needed:  Whiteboard or flip chart, erasable markers, handouts, Pictures of the Declaration of Independence and Thomas Jefferson, Pictures of the Thomas Jefferson Memorial and Mount Rushmore (optional), and prizes (optional)



	Equipment Needed:  None



	Activities:

1. Explain purpose of lesson. Show the students the Picture of the Declaration of Independence.  Ask the students if they know what is in the picture.  Also show students the Pictures of Thomas Jefferson.  Ask if anyone knows who is in the picture.
2. Introduce vocabulary with Declaration of Independence Vocabulary Flash Cards.  You may want to write the words on the board.  Only practice pronunciation at this point.  Make sure that each student can correctly pronounce the new words by having them pronounce the words aloud as a group and then individually

3. Go over vocabulary using the Vocabulary Handout.  Carefully explain each word and make sure that students understand the meanings.
4. Have the students follow along as you read out loud the summary The Declaration of Independence Handout.  Discuss and check for comprehension.  Use pictures to back up reading.

5. Allow students 5 minutes to work with a partner in reading this summary.  Ask for volunteers to read out loud after practice.  Allow each volunteer to read 1-2 paragraphs at a time.

6. Have the students read along as you read the entire The Declaration of Independence Dialogue Sheet to them.  Once again, check for comprehension.  Use pictures to back up information if necessary.

7. Allow students 5-10 minutes to practice dialogue with a partner.  Make sure they are switching roles and walk around and check for proper pronunciation.

8. Ask for partners to volunteer reading the dialogue out loud to class.

9. Give students Declaration of Independence Choose the Best Answer.  Allow students to use the Declaration of Independence Summary and any other handout/notes to answer these questions.  Review answers orally.

10. Give students Declaration of Independence Answer the Questions.  Allow students to use the Declaration of Independence Summary and any other handout/notes to answer these questions.  Review answers orally. 

11. Play a game (Blurt, Jeopardy, Truth or Fib, Family Feud, etc) using questions on The Declaration of Independence Quiz.

12. The Declaration of Independence Quiz may be given after game or saved for next class to check on knowledge retention.  Review answers orally.



	Assessment/Evaluation of Learning:  

1. Observe participation during games for understanding.

2. Evaluation of completed worksheets.

3. Declaration of Independence Quiz.



	Optional/Follow-up Activities:

1. Have students write sentences using vocabulary from this lesson.
2. Use Declaration of Independence Vocabulary Flash Cards for further vocabulary development.   You may also have the students make up their own flash cards on 3” X 5” index cards.
3. Play other games using the information gained in this lesson.

4. Have students create their own dialogues using the gained information. Then have the students practice their dialogues with a partner. 

5. Give students additional information on Thomas Jefferson and/or the Declaration of Independence.  Some information can be found at the following website: http://www.billofrightsinstitute.org/article.php?sid=170.  This website is for instructor information and is too difficult for beginning level students.

6. Discuss memorials and tributes to Thomas Jefferson. (Ex. Thomas Jefferson Memorial, the memorial at Mount Rushmore, etc.)  Show students a Picture of the Thomas Jefferson Memorial and Mount Rushmore.
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