Competency:  Recognize the U.S. Capitol Building

	Lesson Overview:  The purpose of this lesson is to teach students to recognize the capitol building as an important national symbol.

This lesson includes the following:

1. The United States Capitol (Story and Vocabulary)

2. United States Capitol Writing Practice

3. United States Capitol Conversation

4. Pictures of the United States Capitol

5. Virtual tour of the United States Capitol Building (optional)

6. United States Capitol Vocabulary Flash Cards



	Approximate Time:  1 hour



	Prerequisite Skills:  Students must be able to read and write simple sentences and be able to follow simple one-step directions.
Prerequisite Vocabulary:  

United States

building

Laws

important



	Vocabulary:

federal laws

United States Capitol

Washington, D.C.



	Materials Needed:  White board or flipchart, handouts, United States Capitol Vocabulary Flash Cards, and erasable markers.



	Equipment Needed:  Multimedia computers with Internet access and projection unit (optional)



	Activities:  

1) Have the new vocabulary words written on the board when the students arrive for class.  

2) Explain the purpose of the lesson.  Explain to the students the importance of being able to recognize the United States Capitol

a) Introduce new vocabulary.  

b) Pronounce the new vocabulary words one at a time and have the students repeat the words in unison.  Repeat as necessary.

c) Pronounce the new vocabulary words one at a time and ask individual students to repeat the word.  Repeat until the students can pronounce the words well.

3) Give students copy of Handout:  United States Capitol (Story and Vocabulary).  
a) Carefully review the meaning of each word.  Orally work on pronunciation and understanding of each vocabulary word.

b) Read the story to the students as they follow along.  Then have students take turns reading the story aloud.  

c) Practice vocabulary and reading orally as necessary.

4) To practice speaking, call on students one at a time to describe the United States Capitol.  They cannot give an answer that was previously given.  Write down all responses on the board.  For example, “The United States Capitol is white.”  or  “It is big.”  or “The United States Capitol is taller than the trees.”  Encourage students to use complete sentences.  Use prompts if students struggle with this.  Show Pictures of the United States Capitol to prompt students.

5) Give students Handout:  The United States Capitol Writing Practice.  Have the students write the sentences.

6) Give students Handout:  The United States Capitol Conversation.  Have students take turns reading the conversation.  Make sure that all students have a chance to participate.



	Assessment/Evaluation of Learning:

1) Instructor observation of student participation.

2) Successful completion of handouts



	Optional/Follow-up Activities:

1) Virtual Tour of the United States Capitol Building at: http://www.senate.gov/vtour/index.html.

a) This has links and hot spots to 360o panoramic views of various rooms and chambers in the Capitol Building.  

b) NOTE:  The text is much too complex for beginning ESL students.  This must be an instructor led activity with the purpose of letting the students actually see various rooms and chambers in the Capitol Building.

2) Use United States Capitol Vocabulary Flash Cards for further vocabulary development.  You may also have the students make up their own flash cards on 3” X 5” index cards.
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