Competency:  Understand How to Buy Clothes

	Lesson Overview:  The purpose of this lesson is to teach students to understand simple words used when buying clothing.  NOTE:  This does NOT include information about returns, exchanges,  or product care.  

This lesson includes the following:

1. Label the Clothing Store Items 

2. Buy Clothes Vocabulary Flash Cards

3. Referenced texts



	Approximate Time:  1 hour



	Prerequisite Skills: Students must be able to follow simple directions, write and read simple sentences, know colors, know days of the week.  It is helpful to have already covered articles of clothing in a core curriculum; otherwise, the vocabulary listing will be fairly extensive.

Prerequisite Vocabulary:  

boy (boy’s)

children (children’s)

extra large

girl (girl’s)

infant (infant’s)

large

medium

men (men’s)

size

small

store

women (women’s)



	Vocabulary:

blouse




price

boots 




price tag

coat 




sale

clothing 



sales person 

department 



sales clerk

dress 




store

dressing rooms 


skirt

hat 




shoes

jacket 




sneakers

jeans 




socks

label 




t-shirt

pants 




underwear



	Materials Needed:  Pictures of clothing items, handouts, white board or flip chart, erasable markers, clothing realia, pocket chart, old clothing catalogs, old magazines, scissors, glue, construction paper, colored pencils/markers/crayons, Buy Clothes Vocabulary Flash Cards


	Equipment Needed:  None



	Activities:  

1. Have the new vocabulary words written on the board when the students arrive for class.  You may also want to post pictures of clothing store items throughout the room or use a pocket chart.  (See Label the Clothing Store Items for clip art that you can copy and paste one picture per page.  Also you can use Microsoft Design Gallery Live at: http://dgl.microsoft.com/?CAG=1 for additional clip art.)

2. Explain the purpose of the lesson

3. Introduce new vocabulary.  

a. Pronounce the new vocabulary words one at a time and have the students repeat the words in unison.

b. Pronounce the new vocabulary words one at a time and ask individual students to repeat the word.  Repeat until the students can pronounce the words well.

c. Using picture flash cards, pictures, or clothing realia, carefully go over the meaning of each word.  Discuss as appropriate.  Write any new vocabulary on the board for reference or review as the lesson progresses.

d. Discuss some clothing synonyms or words that have similar meanings.  Some examples may include:  pants and slacks, blouse and shirt, or coat and jacket.
4. Distribute old clothing catalogs and/or magazines and have students find pictures of the vocabulary words.  Ask them to glue the pictures on a piece of construction paper and to write the correct word beside the picture.  Have each student present his/her collage to the classroom identifying each item by its correct name.

5. Give students Handout:  Label the Clothing Store Items.  After the students complete the exercise, orally review with entire group.  

6.  Using actual clothing ads in newspapers or instructor-made ads, have students write simple questions and answers and practice speaking in pairs.  This may require prompts to be written on the board.  If the students are low beginning students, this activity should be done as a group with prompts readily provided.  Examples of questions:

a.  What is this dress made of?

     This dress is made of cotton.

b. How much do these pants cost?

The pants cost $14.95.

c. What size does this shirt come in?

It comes in small, medium, and large.

d. When does this sale start?

It starts Saturday.



	Assessment/Evaluation of Learning:

1. Instructor observation of student participation.

2. Successful completion of handouts.



	Optional/Follow-up Activities:

1. Real-Life English Workbook, Steck-Vaughn Company, pages 45-46.

2. Real-Life English, Steck-Vaughn Company,  pages 80-81 and 83.

3. Discuss the range of sizes in the U.S. and show students various size charts.  Discuss the difference between children, teen, adult, and plus sizes.

4. Have students “model” their own clothing and identify the articles of clothing they are wearing.

5. Take a field trip to a local clothing store

6. Using newspapers, have students locate clothing ads and identify the various items.

7. Use Buy Clothes Vocabulary Flash Cards for further vocabulary development.
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