Competency:  Recognize Arlington National Cemetery

	Lesson Overview:  The purpose of this lesson is to teach students to recognize Arlington National Cemetery and to understand its importance as a national symbol.
This lesson includes the following:

1. Arlington National Cemetery (story)

2. Arlington National Cemetery Vocabulary

3. Arlington National Cemetery Vocabulary Matching
4. Arlington National Cemetery Writing Practice
5. Arlington National Cemetery Spelling Practice
6. Arlington National Cemetery More Writing Practice
7. Arlington National Cemetery True or False 
8. Arlington National Cemetery Writing Practice (Write about each picture.)  
9. Pictures of Arlington National Cemetery

10. Arlington National Cemetery Vocabulary Flash Cards

This lesson also includes a “virtual tour” of Arlington National Cemetery at the official website.  



	Approximate Time:  2 hours



	Prerequisite Skills:  Students must be able to recognize cardinal numbers and to read and write simple sentences.

Prerequisite Vocabulary:

government

officials

presidents

famous

most

important

national

symbols

Washington, D.C.

well-known

	Vocabulary:

Arlington National Cemetery

buried

cemetery

former

military

veterans



	Materials Needed:  Handouts, Pictures of Arlington National Cemetery, white board or flip chart, erasable markers, Arlington National Cemetery Vocabulary Flash Cards.


	Equipment Needed:  Multimedia computer with projection unit  and Internet access. (optional)



	Activities:  

1. Have the new vocabulary words written on the board when the students arrive for class.  You may also want to post the Pictures of Arlington National Cemetery on the board.

2. Explain the purpose of the lesson.  Explain to the students the importance of knowing about Arlington National Cemetery.

3. Introduce new vocabulary.  

a. Pronounce the new vocabulary words one at a time and have the students repeat the words in unison.

b. Pronounce the new vocabulary words one at a time and ask individual students to repeat the word.  Repeat until the students can pronounce the words well.

c. Give students copy of Handout:  Arlington National Cemetery Vocabulary and carefully review the meaning of each word.  Orally work on pronunciation and understanding of each vocabulary word.

4. Give the students Handout:  Arlington National Cemetery (story).  Read the story aloud to the students as they follow along.  Then have the students take turns reading paragraphs of the story.  Discuss as appropriate.  When discussing, pass the Pictures of Arlington National Cemetery around the room.  Discuss each picture as appropriate.

5. Give students Handout:  Arlington National Cemetery Vocabulary Matching.  Review the answers orally.

6. Give the students Handout:  Arlington National Cemetery Writing Practice.  Have the students write their vocabulary words.  Review and give students feedback.

7. Give the students Handout:  Arlington National Cemetery Spelling Practice.  Review orally after the students have completed.

8. Give the students Handout:  Arlington National Cemetery More Writing Practice.  This can be given either in class or as an out of class assignment.  Either way, review and give students feedback.

9. Give the students Handout:  Arlington National Cemetery True or False.  Review orally after the students have completed.

10. Give the students Handout:  Arlington National Cemetery Writing Practice (Write about each picture.)  Give students sufficient time to write several sentences about each of the pictures.  After the students have completed their writing, have students read their sentences aloud.  Review their work and give feedback.

11. Wrap up the lesson by having students tell why they think that Arlington National Cemetery is important to the United States.


	Assessment/Evaluation of Learning:

1. Instructor observation of student participation.

2. Successful completion of handouts.



	Optional/Follow-up Activities:

1. Arlington National Cemetery’s official website’s photo gallery http://www.arlingtoncemetery.org/photo_gallery/index.html.  This website has dozens of pictures of Arlington National Cemetery that can give the students a “virtual tour” of the cemetery.  

NOTE:  The text is much too complex for beginning ESL students.  This must be an instructor-led activity with the purpose of letting the students actually see various rooms and chambers in the Capitol Building.

2. Play a tape or CD of the song “Taps” and discuss how it is used in military funerals.

3. Use Arlington National Cemetery Vocabulary Flash Cards for further vocabulary development.  You may also have the students make up their own flash cards on 3” X 5” index cards.
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