Building Your Library’s Animation Collection: 

DVD’s to Order if You Really Want to Make a Serious Go of This
Vintage Mickey. Walt Disney Home Video, 2003.

These black and white Mickey Mouse cartoons from the late twenties and early thirties offer an excellent primer on early, “rubber hose,” animation. Shorts of particular note include “Steamboat Willie,” “Plane Crazy,” and “The Karnival Kid.”

Disney’s Timeless Tales Volume One. Walt Disney Home Video, 2005.

Disney’s Timeless Tales Volume Two. Walt Disney Home Video, 2005.

If you don’t want to devote the class time to show a full-length Disney animated feature, the 1930s shorts on these single-disc sets capture the Disney style well. Volume One features “The Three Little Pigs” and “The Tortoise and the Hare.” Volume Two includes “The Ugly Duckling” and “Ferdinand the Bull.”

Looney Tunes Golden Collection Volume One. Warner Home Video, 2003.

This four-disc set includes the Chuck Jones’ classics, “Feed the Kitty,” “Rabbit of Seville,” and “Duck Amuck,” and some great documentaries that give further insight into the Warners style and how animated films were produced there.

Looney Tunes Golden Collection Volume Two. Warner Home Video, 2004.

This second four-disc set includes the Bob Clampett masterpieces, “Porky in Wackyland,” “The Great Piggy Bank Robbery,” and “Draftee Daffy,” as well as two cartoons consistently recognized as two of the best ever made: “What’s Opera, Doc” and “One Froggy Evening,” both directed by Chuck Jones. The supplemental features again offer invaluable insight into the Warners style and the animation process in general.
Tom and Jerry Spotlight Collection Volume One. Warner Home Video, 2004.

Any of the cartoons on this disc could be used to showcase the lush yet fast-paced, funny MGM style and to open a discussion concerning the challenges of creating varied, interesting films within a limiting series framework.

Cartoon Adventures Starring Gerald McBoing Boing. Sony Pictures, 2006.

This single-disc collection includes the landmark film, “Gerald McBoing Boing.” This is the only cartoon I show every semester. It is essential viewing to capture the animation industry’s shift from an emphasis on fluid, lifelike movement and design to greater stylization, opening up avenues to investigate the differences between cheaply done cartoons and stylized art.
And, of course, the Disney animated features! Any of the following will do equally well: Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs, Pinocchio, Dumbo, Bambi, The Adventures of Ichabod and Mr. Toad, Cinderella, Lady and the Tramp, 101 Dalmatians, The Little Mermaid, Beauty and the Beast, Aladdin, The Lion King, and Tarzan. Note that Disney frequently takes films in and out of its “vault,” and certain films may or may not be available at any given time. In my experience, Dumbo works particularly well and, at only 63 minutes, has the added benefit of being the shortest Disney animated feature. Most students probably have not seen it since their early childhood either.

