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Math Portfolio (MaP) Project
Purpose: In partnership between the FTCC Math Department and the FTCC Success Center, the Math Portfolio (MaP) improves the success rate of developmental math students.  Through the increased communication, students experience a positive impact on their learning and a decrease in the likelihood that they will drop out of a course.

Objective: Through maintenance of a MaP, students will:


1.  Develop a structure for organizing their work


2.  Maintain a record of their approach to learning


3.  Assess their progress and understand their specific math needs


4.  Utilize multiple avenues of instructional support

Description: The MaP is divided into three major sections: My Learning Log, My Success Information, and My Work.

· My Learning Log: This section tracks the student’s study activity and time-on-task outside the classroom.  It includes activities done as homework, in study groups, during the instructor’s office hour, and in the Success Center.  When assistance is sought during an office hour or at the Success Center, a signature verification will be required. The log will provide insight into a student’s learning strategy and will help both Success Center instructors and math faculty assess and guide the student’s progress.  This should enhance collaboration between the Success Center and the math department as well as encourage the student to take responsibility for his/her role in the learning process.  

· My Success Information: This section includes a Success Center card, Success Tips, course syllabus, a course calendar for students to write their assignments, and a course evaluation sheet (Plotting My Progress).  Space is available for students to add items that promote success in the course.  The course calendar helps students plan for assignments and evaluate progress in the course on a weekly basis. The “Plotting My Progress” sheet provides a place to record grades so that they can assess their performance and average their grades at any time during the semester.  

· My Work: Students will receive dividers labeled “Test 1 Materials, Test 2 Materials, Test 3 Materials,” etc.  Each division includes a learning journal/skills assessment sheet designed to identify unit objectives that have been mastered and unit objectives that need more work.  Following the skills assessment is a place to include notes, homework, quizzes, worksheets, etc. for each testing unit.  All of these items help the math faculty and Success Center instructors customize their assistance to students’ specific needs.

Conclusion: The Math Portfolio positions students for success in mathematics.  By following the structured format of MaP, students learn an organized, introspective approach maximizing the collaborative efforts of Success Center instructors and math faculty.

	MAT 050  My Math Portfolio (MaP) 


Positioning You for Success in Mathematics
Name _________________________________________________
Purpose/Objectives: In partnership between the FTCC Math Department and the FTCC Success Center, the Math Portfolio (MaP) is designed to improve your success in a developmental math course.  By following the structured format of MaP, you will: 

(a) develop a structure for organizing your work

(b) maintain a record of your approach to learning

(c) assess your progress and understand your specific math needs

(d) learn how to utilize multiple avenues of instructional support
Description: The MaP is divided into three components:

· My Learning Log: This is a record of your study activity outside the classroom.  It includes homework, working in study groups, instructor office hours, and Success Center instruction.  Faculty or Success Center instructors will record on the log any help you receive through them by dating, signing, and writing a brief description of the assistance.  This log provides both Success Center instructors and math faculty a better understanding of your approach to learning and will help to identify your specific needs.
· My Success Information: This section includes information and planning strategies that promote success in the course.  The “Plotting My Progress” sheet provides a place to record grades so that you can assess your performance and average your grades at any time during the semester.  (Success Center instructors are available to assist students.)

· My Work: This component contains dividers labeled “Test 1 Materials, Test 2 Materials, Test 3 Materials,” etc.  Each division includes a learning journal/skills assessment sheet designed to identify unit objectives that you have mastered and unit objectives that need more work.  Following the skills assessment is a place to include your notes, homework, quizzes, worksheets, and tests for each testing unit.
	
	Test #1
	Test #2
	Test #3
	Test #4
	Test #5

	Homework (up to 15 pts)
	
	
	
	
	

	Learning Log (up to 3 pts)
	
	
	
	
	

	Journal (up to 2 pts)
	
	
	
	
	

	Subtotals =
	
	
	
	
	

	MaP total (100 pts maximum) =
	


My Math Portfolio (MaP)

Name - ______________________

Positioning You for Success in Mathematics

Purpose/Objectives: In partnership between the FTCC Math Department and the FTCC Success Center, the Math Portfolio (MaP) is designed to improve your success in a developmental math course.  By following the structured format of MaP, you will: 

1. develop a structure for organizing your work

2. maintain a record of your approach to learning

3. assess your progress and understand your specific math needs

4. learn how to utilize multiple avenues of instructional support

Description: The MaP is divided into three major sections:

· My Learning Log: This is a record of your study activity outside the classroom.  It includes homework, working in study groups, instructor office hours, and Success Center instruction.  Faculty or Success Center instructors will record on the log any help you receive through them by dating, signing, and writing a brief description of the assistance.  This log provides both Success Center instructors and math faculty a better understanding of your approach to learning and will help to identify your specific needs.

· My Success Information: This section includes information and planning strategies that promote success in the course.  The “Plotting My Progress” sheet provides a place to record grades so that you can assess your performance and average your grades at any time during the semester.  (Success Center instructors are available to assist students.)

· My Work: You will receive dividers labeled “Test 1 Materials, Test 2 Materials, Test 3 Materials,” etc.  Each division includes a learning journal/skills assessment sheet designed to identify unit objectives that you have mastered and unit objectives that need more work.  Following the skills assessment is a place to include your definitions, notes, homework, and tests with test corrections for each testing unit.

	
	
	Test 1
	Test 2
	Test 3
	Test 4

	
	
	26pts
	26pts
	26pts
	22pts

	Plotting My Progress ( Tests 1 – 3 )
	up to 4 pts
	
	
	
	

	Learning Log 
	up to 4 pts
	
	
	
	

	Skills Assessment                                                                       
	up to 3 pts
	
	
	
	

	Journal
	up to 5 pts
	
	
	
	

	Definitions 
	up to 3 pts
	
	
	
	

	Notes                                         
	up to 3 pts
	
	
	
	

	Homework                                
	up to 2 pts
	
	
	
	

	Tests & Corrections   ( Tests 1 – 3 ) 
	up to 2 pts
	
	
	
	

	
	Subtotals
	
	
	
	

	
	MaP total (100 pts maximum) =
	


My 
Success 
Information

	Spring Semester 2008

Use this calendar to record your daily assignments.

	1
	
	
	Jan 9
	10
	11

	2
	14
	15
	16
	17
	18

	3
	21

HOLIDAY
	22
	23
	24
	25

	4
	28
	29
	30
	31
	Feb 1

	5
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8

	6
	11
	12
	13
	14
	15

	7
	18
	19
	20
	21
	22

	8
	25
	26
	27
	28
	29

	
	Mar 3
	4
	5
	6

SPRING

BREAK
	7

SPRING

BREAK


Plotting My Progress: Math 50

Name ________________________
Plot your progress by filling in your grades. Your success in this class will be divided into the following parts. 

1. Four Tests 
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A. Test 1  




                   __________

B. Test 2




                   __________

C. Test 3 




                   __________

Optional Test (Replaces your lowest test grade)         __________                              

D. Test 4 




                   __________

2. Portfolio 
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         __________

3. Midterm Exam  
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4. Final Exam 
[image: image4.wmf]1

10

æö

ç÷

èø




                                       __________

You may find an estimate of your average grade by adding your test grades and dividing by the number of tests.

Estimated Grade after                 Test 1:                _____________  

                                                     Test 2:

_____________




                       Test 3:                _____________

  



  Optional Test:                _____________


[image: image5]
What is Math Anxiety? 

Math anxiety or fear of math is actually quite common and often stems from a lack of confidence. For the most part, math anxiety is the fear about doing the math right; our minds draw a blank and we think we'll fail and of course the more frustrated and anxious our minds become, the greater the chance for drawing blanks. The pressure of having time limits on math tests and exams may also cause the levels of anxiety to grow. 

Where Does Math Anxiety Come From? 

Usually math anxiety stems from unpleasant experiences in mathematics. Typically math phobics have had math presented in such a fashion that it led to limited understanding. Unfortunately, math anxiety is often due to poor teaching and poor experiences in math which typically leads to math anxiety. Many of the students I've encountered with math anxiety have demonstrated an over reliance on procedures in math as opposed to actually understanding the math. When one tries to memorize procedures, rules and routines without much understanding, the math is quickly forgotten and panic soon sets in. Understanding the math is critical. Once students realize they can do the math, the whole notion of math anxiety can be overcome. 

Overcoming Text Anxiety
For many students, this is the very crucible of math anxiety. Math exams represent a do-or-die challenge that can inflame all one’s doubts and frustrations. It is frankly not possible to eliminate all the anxiety you may feel about exams, but here are some techniques and strategies that will dramatically improve your test-taking experience. 

1. Don’t cram. The brain is in many ways just like a muscle. It must be exercised regularly to be strong, and if you place too much stress on it then it won’t function at its peak until it has had time to rest and recover. You wouldn’t prepare for a big race by staying up and running all night. Instead, you would probably do a light work-out, permit yourself some recreation such as seeing a movie or reading a book, and turn-in early. The same principle applies here. If you have been studying regularly, you already know what you need to know, and if you have put off studying until now it is too late to do much about it. There is nothing you will gain in the few hours before the exam, desperately trying to absorb the material, that will make up for not being fresh and alert at exam time. 
[image: image6.png]



2. On exam day, have breakfast. The brain consumes a surprisingly large number of calories, and if you haven’t made available the nutrients it needs it will not work at full capacity. Get up early enough so that you can eat a proper meal (but not a huge one) at least two hours before the exam. This will ensure that your stomach has finished with the meal before your brain makes a demand on the blood supply. 
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3. When you get the exam, look it over thoroughly. Read each question, noting whether it has several parts and its overall weight in the exam. Begin working only after you have read every question. This way you will always have a sense of the exam as a whole. (Remember to look on the backs of pages.) If there are some questions that you feel you know immediately how to do, then do these first. (Some students have told me they save the easiest ones for last because they are sure they can do them. This is a mistake. Save the hardest ones for last.) 
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4. It is extremely common to get the exam, look at the questions, and feel that you can’t work a single problem. Panic sets in. You see everyone else working, and become certain you are doomed. Some students will sit for an hour in this condition, ashamed to turn in a blank exam and leave early, but unable to calm down and begin thinking about the questions. This initial panic is so common (believe it or not, most of the other students taking the exam are having the same experience), that it’s just as well to assume ahead of time that this is what is going to happen. This gives you the same advantage as when the dentist alerts you that “this may hurt a little.” Since you've been warned, there's far less tendency to have an uncontrollable panic reaction when it happens. 
         So say to yourself, “Well, I may as well relax because I expected this.” Take a deep breath, let it out slowly. Do this a couple of times. Look for the question on the exam that most resembles what you know how to do, and begin poking it and prodding it and thinking about it to see what it is made of. Don’t bother about the other students in the room – they’ve got their own problems. Before long your brain (remember, it’s a muscle) will begin to unclench a bit, and some things will occur to you. You’re on your way. 
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5. Math exams are usually timed – but remember, it’s not a race! You don’t want to dally, but don’t rush yourself either. Work efficiently, being methodical and complete in your solutions. Box, circle, or underline your answers where appropriate. If you don’t take time to make your work neat and ordered, then not only will the grader have trouble understanding what you’ve done, but you can actually confuse yourself – with disastrous results. If you get stuck on a problem, don’t entangle yourself with it to the detriment of your overall score. After a few minutes, move on to the rest of the exam and come back to this one if you have time. And regardless of whether you have answered every question, give yourself at least two or three minutes at the end of the exam period to review your answers. The “oops” mistakes you find this way will surprise you, and fixing them is worth more to your score than trying to bang out something for that last, troublesome question. 
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6. In math, having the right answer is nice – but it doesn’t pay the bills. SHOW YOUR WORK. 
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7. Finally, place things in perspective. Fear of the exam will make it seem like a much bigger deal than it really is, so remind yourself what it does not represent. It is not a test of your overall intelligence, of your worth as a person, or of your prospects for success in life. Your future happiness will not be determined by it. It is only a math test – it tests nothing about you except whether you understand certain concepts and possess the skills to implement them. You can’t demonstrate your understanding and skills to their best advantage if you panic through making more of it than it is. 

        
When you get the exam back, don’t bury it or burn it or treat it like it doesn’t exist – use it!  Discover your mistakes and understand them thoroughly. After all, if you don’t learn from your mistakes, you are likely to make them again.
FTCC Job Description for

A Successful Student

· Successful Students plan on being successful by believing in themselves and building on their strengths, abilities, and skills.

· Successful Students prioritize time and responsibilities.

· Successful Students take responsibility for their education.

· Submit transcripts to Admissions.

· Apply early for Financial Aid and/or VA benefits.

· Complete Entrance Evaluation.

· Process a Student Education Plan with Counseling Services.

· Meet with Academic Advisor each semester before registering for courses.

· Inform the Registrar’s Office of change of address or phone number.

· Successful Students take advantage of all college resources.

· Register in the ACA course their first semester.

· Use the Library and the Learning Lab.

· Participate in Learning Communities and Success Coaches.

· Request guidance from Academic Advisors or Counselors.

· Successful Students look for ways to stay motivated.

· Successful Students keep energy levels high by getting enough sleep, exercise, leisure activities, eating well, and keeping themselves free from drugs and alcohol.

· Successful Students seek to have balance and organization in life and education.

· Successful Students exhibit respect in their dealings with other people.

· Successful Students use a proven method of studying as opposed to cramming.

· Successful Students set realistic goals.

· Successful Students develop a daily routine of study habits.

· Successful Students practice active learning by discussing, writing, and analyzing the issues from class.

· Successful Students find a location where study is best optimized.

· Successful Students keep an open mind and look at all options.

· Successful Students question information that is not understood.

· Successful Students understand the importance of a team concept (classmates, college staff, instructors, tutors, family, etc.).

· Successful Students find out what learning style is best for them and study to maximize strategies that match their particular strengths.

· Successful Students practice successful classroom behavior:

· Sit in the front of the class if you have trouble paying attention.

· Make eye contact with the instructor.

· Attend all classes regularly.

· Listen carefully and take notes.

· Submit all work on time.

· Read your class assignments.

· Participate in class discussions.

· Keep up with your classes each day.

· Follow directions.

· Review class notes daily.

· Seek advice and ask questions of your instructor.

· Be on time for class.

· Successful Students seek help from counseling if personal issues are interfering with their education.

· Successful Students overcome adversity with perseverance.

· Successful Students endure to finish what they start!

Top Ten Tips for Flunking Mathematics

(with style)

1.
Sit in the back of the classroom.

· This will immediately indicate a lack of interest in the class, but what are the chances that the instructor will notice?

· Out of sight, out of mind.

2.
Don’t take notes.
· Convince yourself that you can remember everything that is discussed in class.
· Notes are for people who don’t have the superior brain that you do.
3.
Don’t do the daily homework assignments.

· You don’t need to practice the lesson for the day.  You can just wait until the day before the test to figure it out.

4.
If you ignore #3 and do the homework, don’t check your answers in the  back of the book.

· That just takes time, and besides, that’s what teachers are for.

5.
Cram for tests.

· Just wait until the night before to study for a test – don’t study each night.

6.
Stay up late the night before a test or exam.

· You don’t need sleep or to be able to think clearly.  Besides, that late night movie may not be on TV again for another two weeks, but there will always be another math class.

7.
Don’t come to see the instructor during office hours.

· That’s only for flunkies.  That will cut into your prime time.

· Don’t let your classmates think you don’t have something better to do!

8.
Memorize!  Memorize!  Memorize!

· Don’t try to understand anything, just memorize it.

9.
Catch up on your sleep during class (or talk to friends so that you will stay awake).

· What are the chances that the instructor will say anything important anyway?

10.
Miss a class.

· Be certain to ask the instructor, “Did we do anything important?” or “Did I miss anything?”

· So what if tomorrow’s lesson depends on what you learned today

My 

Work

	MAT 050 Skills Assessment:  Chapter 1                  Test  1

	Directions: Use the following chart to rate your understanding of the objectives covered in this chapter. If you feel you understand an objective, place a check beneath “M” (for mastered). If you feel you do no understand an objective clearly check “N” (for needs work).



	Chapter
	M
	N
	

	1.1
	
	
	I can identify whole numbers.

	1.1
	
	
	I can give the place value of a digit.

	1.1
	
	
	I can write a number in words or digits.

	1.1
	
	
	I can read a table.

	1.2
	
	
	I can identify the parts of an addition problem.

	1.2
	
	
	I can add two numbers.

	1.2
	
	
	I can add more than two numbers.

	1.2
	
	
	I can add with carrying.

	1.2
	
	
	I can check the answer in addition.

	1.2
	
	
	I can solve application problems with addition.

	1.3
	
	
	I can identify the parts of a subtraction problem.

	1.3
	
	
	I can subtract when no borrowing is needed.

	1.3
	
	
	I can subtract by borrowing.

	1.3
	
	
	I can check the answer in subtraction.

	1.3
	
	
	I can solve application problems with subtraction.

	1.4
	
	
	I can identify the parts of a multiplication problem.

	1.4
	
	
	I can multiply numbers.

	1.4
	
	
	I can multiply numbers with multiples of ten.  

	1.4
	
	
	I can solve application problems with multiplication.

	1.5
	
	
	I can write division problems in three ways.

	1.5
	
	
	I can identify the parts of a division problem.

	1.5
	
	
	I can recognize when division in undefined.

	1.5
	
	
	I can do long division with a single digit divisor.

	1.5
	
	
	I can check the answer in division.

	1.5
	
	
	I can solve application problems using division with a single divisor.

	1.5
	
	
	I know the test for divisibility by 2

	1.5
	
	
	I know the test for divisibility by 3

	1.5
	
	
	I know the test for divisibility by 5

	1.5
	
	
	I know the test for divisibility by 10

	1.6
	
	
	I can do long division with two-digit divisors or greater.

	1.6
	
	
	I can solve application problems using division with a 

two digit divisor or greater.

	1.7
	
	
	I can locate the place value to which a number is to be rounded.

	1.7
	
	
	I can round numbers.

	1.7
	
	
	I can use front end rounding.

	1.7
	
	
	I can use front end rounding to estimate an answer to an addition, subtraction or multiplication problem.

	1.8
	
	
	I can identify an exponent and a base.

	1.8
	
	
	I can find the square of a number.

	1.8
	
	
	I can find the square root of a number.

	1.8
	
	
	I can use the order of operations.

	1.9
	
	
	I can read and understand a pictograph.

	1.9
	
	
	I can read and understand a bar graph.

	1.9
	
	
	I can read and understand a line graph.

	1.10
	
	
	I can solve application problems using any or all operations taught in this chapter.

	1.10
	
	
	I can solve application problems using the order of operations.  


Learning Journal – Test # 1
Instructions:   Using complete sentences, describe the topics or skills that you feel you understand from this section of material.  These sentences should be written in the Successes box.  In the Challenges box, use complete sentences to describe the topics or skills that you didn’t understand.  Use the Skills Assessment from each chapter to help you assess your successes and your challenges. Your entries will be evaluated on thoughtfulness and thoroughness.  Keep in mind that the ability to communicate effectively is a valuable life skill that plays an important role in all that you do.
Successes:

Challenges:

Definitions

Chapter 1

Write each of the following definitions 

25 times in this section of your portfolio.

Section 1.1

1.   Whole Number : { 0, 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, … }

2.   Digit : { 0, 1, 2, 3, … 9 }

3.   Place Value :  The location of a digit in a number.


Section 1.2

4.   Commutative Property of Addition :  Changing the order of the addends in an addition   problem does not change the sum.

      Example:  3 + 4 = 4 + 3
                                        7 = 7

5.   Associative Property of Addition:  Changing the grouping of the addends in an addition problem does not change the sum.

      Example:  3 + ( 4 + 5 ) = ( 3 + 4 ) + 5 

                                        3 + 9 = 7 + 5
                                            12 = 12

Section 1.4

6.   Factor :  Numbers being multiplied.

7.   Commutative Property of  Multiplication :  The product remains the same when the order of the factors  is changed.

 Example:  3 ( 4  ) = 4 ( 3 )
                               
    12 = 12



8.   Associative Property of  Multiplication :  Changing the grouping of the addends in an addition problem does not change the sum.

      Example:  3 [ ( 4 ) ( 5 ) ] = [ ( 3 ) ( 4 ) ] ( 5 ) 

                                       3 ( 20 ) = 12 ( 5 )
                                               60 = 60

Section 1.5

 9.    Using “ 0 ” as a divisor : Division by “ 0 ” is undefined.


 10.  Divisibility Rule for division by 2 :  A number is divisible by 2 if the digit in the ones place value  is a 0, 2, 4, 6, or 8.

 11.  Divisibility Rule for division by 3 :   A number is divisible by 3 if the sum of its digits is divisible by 3.

 12.  Divisibility Rule for division by 5 :  A number is divisible by 5 if the digit in the ones place value is a 0 or 5.


13.   Divisibility Rule for division by 10 :   A number is divisible by 10 if the digit in the ones place value is a 0.

Section 1.8

14.   Order of Operations :

    a.  Parenthesis

             b.  Exponents or Square Roots

    c.  Multiplication or Division ( as it occurs from left to  

         right )

d.  Addition or Subtraction ( as it occurs from left to right)

Notes

For

 Test One

Homework

For 

Test One

Test 1

&

Test Corrections

If you missed any definitions, 

( including a definition  Bonus question )

write the definition 25 times as part of your test corrections.
 Redo each problem where you lost one point or more. Use the methods taught in class. 

Place the Test and the 

Test Corrections in this section.
Results

Fall 2007 MaP Survey  for MAT _______
Complete the survey by selecting either Never, Sometimes, Often, or Always to indicate what best describes your opinion of each statement.  Please answer the questions as honestly as possible. Your input will help us to improve the MaP for future students.

1. My MaP is organized according to my instructor’s directions.

Never □        Sometimes □             Often □             Always   □

2. I complete the assigned homework.

Never □             Sometimes □             Often □        Always   □

3. I use the Learning Log to record when I work or study my math.

Never □             Sometimes □             Often □        Always   □

4. I use the Skills Assessment (located behind the Learning Journal) to help 

      me rate my understanding  of the material.

Never □             Sometimes □             Often □        Always   □

5. I go to the Success Center when I need assistance.

Never □             Sometimes □             Often □       Always   □

6. I feel that using MaP helps me be more successful in math.

Never □             Sometimes □             Often □        Always   □

7. I would recommend MaP to other math students.

Never □             Sometimes □             Often □        Always   □

8.
What I like most about using MaP is ….

8.  What I like least about using MaP is…

	Math 50 and 60 Survey Results: Fall 2007 and Spring 2008

	

	

	Question 6: I feel that using the MaP helps me be more successful in math.

	Never or Sometimes: 21.7%
	Often or Always: 78.3%

	

	Question 7: I would recommend the MaP to other students.

	Never or Sometimes: 17.4%
	Often or Always: 82.6%

	

	Number of students surveyed: 46 (one class that participated in the MaP did not complete the surveys)



	Math 80 Survey Results:
Fall 2007 and Spring 2008

	

	Question 6: I feel that using the MaP helps me be more successful in math.

	Never or Sometimes: 46.7%
	Often or Always: 53.3%

	

	Question 7: I would recommend the MaP to other students.

	Never or Sometimes: 36.7%
	Often or Always: 63.3%

	

	Number of students surveyed: 30



“What I liked most about using the MaP…”

Comments from Math 50-60 students:

· It really helped me stay organized and keep track of what I needed to study.

· Regardless of how good or bad you are doing in the class it can be of some assistance to you for the next semester. It will be a permanent record of info.

· It helps you be organized and know which chapter you are on. Also to keep track of your grades and study habits.

· It helped me be neat and even. Also, it kept me more attentive to my work and homework.

· It helped organize everything we did this semester.

· … being able to find each section without having to pick through papers

· I really liked it because it helped to separate all the sections. I wish this was required for every math class because it was essential.

· Keeps my work organized and maintain my grades.

· I liked that if you need to look back in your MaP you can find the information you need.

· It keeps me organized perfectly.

· It helped me keep up with what was going on.

· It is very helpful and provides a step by step process that helps you a lot.

· I liked how it kept me organized and I knew when my tests were and things were due.

· The concept is helpful and wonderful.

· It helped me become more organized. The MaP doesn’t lie. If you didn’t do anything, it shows.

· I think every math class should have a MaP.

· It helps me stay focused and keep up with homework. When I needed to use the Skills Assessment to rate my understanding of the material I could tell what I was good at and what I needed to improve.

· It is a perfect and splendid idea.

· I feel the MaP was useful to Math 50 students. Most are freshmen and this organization will assist in the future math classes and organization. Students don’t really understand it right now, but they will appreciate it in college level courses. I loved it!

· I’ll be able to keep my work organized and I’ll be able to use this material in the future.

· I just like the idea of the MaP in general. It helps you plan ahead and somewhat stay on task.

· It helps by telling me what I need to practice more.

· I think every math class should use the MaP.

· I think the MaP is a very good learning tool for math students to keep them organized. Thank you for this concept of learning math.

· Of all my classes, I like the MaP the most.

· I can stay organized. It has all the information I need to be successful and pass my math class.

· It helps me to keep up with my class and even sometimes go ahead with no confusion.

· It teaches you organizational skills. Easy to use as a review tool.

· It showed me how to be organized and prepared.

· It helps me look within.

· It keeps me from losing my notes.

· It makes me feel confident in my work because it is organized.

· It keeps me organized and it help me plan out my week. I see now that it is very important to keep a portfolio.

· It organizes my notes and homework making it easier to study.

· I appreciate having it and every class should have one.

· I really like the whole MaP idea. Great idea.

· I like the MaP because when I was in high school I never stayed organized and with this I stay organized.

· I really think it is a great thing.

· I have found this portfolio to be very excellent. 

Comments from Math 80 students:

· I could always go back and review

· It helps you get better grades if you save all your work

· It is am excellent tool if actually used and maintained

· … organization, reference and good evaluation of where you are standing in the understanding in how to do a problem. Highly recommended!

· It helped to keep me organized and that I always knew where we were and what was expected.

· It keeps everything organized. I never had a good grade in math. This time I got a B. Thank you.

· It keeps me organized, helps me study for tests, gave me the ability to bring up my average

· The Map has really kept me organized.

· It keeps me very organized

· It helps you keep everything in order. It is so easy for me to get math notes and things mixed up, but MaP really helped me organize.

· It helps me to keep organized and motivated. Also, it gives me motivation to study.

· I loved the skills assessment!! It summed up to a tee what we covered for the test that is coming up. I liked the fact that they gave us a notebook and had everything organized. It helps the student out a lot.

· It helped keep all my math stuff organized.

· It helped me remember the course outline for my success.

· It keeps you organized and focused on what’s next to come.

· It helps me keep organized and neat. I understand the class a lot better because it is broken down into chapters and sections.

· It keeps homework and class notes organized.

· The MaP allows you to be more organized. I like it because it also information that was helpful 
Taking a Test


When taking a test, don’t look at it. Instead, write everything down on a piece of paper you think you might forget. This will help you to relax.


Do not work through each problem numerically. Skim the test and work the problems you know how to do first. Next, work any problems that you think you can do, and lastly, attempt any problems that you are unsure of. 


Use all of the time given. Always go back and recheck any problems you worked. If there are any problems you cannot figure out, at least guess.


If allowed, take candy, gum, or something to drink with you to a test. Having something to eat or drink will help you to relax.





Preparing for a Test


Read. Read through your notes.


Study. Make a study sheet listing any definitions, formulas, types of problems, and concepts you will be tested on.


Practice. Practice working through problems that you think will be given on the exam. Pick study problems that cover the information you listed in step 2.


Evaluate. Look at your practice work and continue reviewing any of the problems you found difficult and unclear. Seek out help to clarify any questions you have. Ask your instructor, classmates, or a Success Center instructor.


Repeat. Rework and math problems that you felt you did not understand clearly or ask for someone to show you how to work the problems correctly. Then work some similar problems so you can master anything that was unclear.





Before the Test


Take good notes. Don’t just write the solutions to the problems that the instructor works out, but write notes to the side such as: listing the steps, noting problems the instructor emphasizes, common errors that the instructor points out.


Answer the instructor’s questions. You can answer the questions verbally, in your mind, or on paper.


Ask questions. If you don’t feel comfortable asking in front of the class, write your questions down and seek out answers: from the instructor after class, from a Success Center instructor, or a classmate.


Schedule a time to study math. Don’t put off working practice problems but set aside a time everyday to work some problems to help you review what you covered that day. Treat your study time as if were a scheduled class.











Tips for Success in Math
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