Assessing Critical Thinking

A potential short answer question
Evaluate the graph below –
1. Define GDP and describe why it is of interest to economists?  
2. Using the graph below, describe the relationship between GDP in African countries and these two factors.  
3. Also, assume you have been put in charge of allocating 20 billion dollars in UN funds for economic development with the mandate to raise the standard of living for everyday Africans.  Propose a brief plan for allocating these UN funds that would potentially maximize the impact on the standard of living of everyday Africans and then provide a critique of your own plan.
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Grading Rubric for Essay Question
	Cognitive Assessment Level

	Is objective met?

Fully = 2
Partially = 1
Not at all = 0

	Knowledge and Comprehension

1. Student defines GDP and describes its importance
	        __________



	Analysis 

1. Student correctly analyzes the chart by noting that both variables affect GDP.

	        __________



	Creation and Evaluation
1. Student creates a plan of investment that includes money for the development of infrastructure and political stability.
2. Student provides a defensible critique of their plan.

	        __________

        __________


Student Response:  Student One

GDP is the measure of a country’s economy and is typically described as gross domestic product. This graph suggests that GDP is affected by a country’s political type and by the qualty of their roads.  In looking at this graph, it seems like politically unstable countries have a GDP of 10.4 million, whereas politically stable countries can have a GDP as large as 38.2 million, especially if they have a good infarstructure.  For this reason it seems appropriate to give money to countries that have honest governments that will spend the money to fix their infrastructure, like roads.  A problem with this is that people’s GDP may not be fixed by increasing their country’s political stability or their roads.  However, if you can increase GDP then you are on your way to fixing a countries economy.  

	CT Dimension

	Score

	Knowledge and Comprehension
	

	Analysis 
	

	Creation and Evaluation
	

	Total Score
	


Student Response:  Student Two

GDP is defined as the total market value of goods and services produced during a year. It is one way to measure of the size of a country’s economy.   Economists are interested in GDP as an indicator of a country’s standard of living.   It is clear from looking at this graph that there are two important factors that affect GDP in African countries, political stability and economic infrastructure.   GDP increases as infrastructure improves and political stability increases.  If asked to allocate UN funds I would use part of the money to improve the infrastructure of African countries by building roads and power plants and part of the money to develop governments that are free from political upheaval.  Critics would probably attack my plan by pointing out the fact that GDP is not a perfect indicator of standard of living. Factors that increase a country’s GDP may not necessarily lead to increases in the standard of living for a country’s citizens.
	CT Dimension

	Score

	Knowledge and Comprehension
	

	Analysis 
	

	Creation and Evaluation
	

	Total Score
	


Student Response:  Student Three

GDP, or gross domestic product, is the market value of the yearly output of goods and services produced in a country during a given year. It is one of the ways to measure a country’s economy.  It is clear from looking at this graph that there are two important factors that affect GDP in African countries, political stability and economic infrastructure.  GDP is higher in countries with stable governments and good infrastructure and lower in countries with unstable governments and poor infrastructure.   If asked to allocate UN, I would allocate money for development of infrastructure and for political oversight as they both are important factors in determining a country’s GDP.  A criticism of this plan is that it might not be effective.
	CT Dimension

	Score

	Knowledge and Comprehension
	

	Analysis 
	

	Creation and Evaluation
	

	Total Score
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